Renzo Azzano
April 12, 1922 - August 3, 2019

Renzo “Rene” Azzano passed away quietly at his home in Lindenhurst, IL on
August 3, 2019 at the age of 97. He is survived by Judith, his wife of 58 years,
his children Larry (Kei), Chris (Jennifer), and Claudia (Rajesh), and
grandchildren Allison, Steven, Serena, Sophia, and Olivia. He is also survived
by his sister Nerina and numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins. Renzo is
preceded in death by his parents Palmira and Cesare Azzano and his younger
sister Edna Wautelet.

Renzo was born in Blue Diamond, Kentucky, in 1922 to Palmira and Cesare
Azzano, who had recently immigrated to the US from Friuli, Italy. The family
soon moved to Ohio and from there to Detroit as they pursued the American
Dream. As a youth living in Detroit, Renzo discovered a love of aviation which
led to his service in the US Army Air Corps during World War Il as an aircraft
mechanic and B-25 Crew Chief. He was also qualified as a B-25 Flight
Engineer. After the war, he returned to work in construction beside his father
and attended Wayne State University in Detroit on the Gl Bill. He graduated
from Wayne State and became a school teacher. Outside of school, he
developed what would become lifelong interests in skiing and tennis, sports
he enjoyed well in to his 80s. He travelled internationally numerous times and
became a formidable Bridge player. He also loved classical and jazz music.
In the early 1960s, he attended a life-changing Christmas party in Detroit
where he met Judith. They were married at Our Lady of the Lake in
Prudenville, Michigan, in May 1961.



The family lived in Detroit until a job offer in Traverse City drew them north in
1968. For over 40 years, Renzo and Judith lived in EIk Rapids and later in
Acme. Renzo, more commonly known as “Mr. Azzano” to his students, taught
American Government, History, and Civics at Traverse City Senior High
School for the next 17 years until he retired. During his time in Northern
Michigan, Renzo served his community as a volunteer emergency responder
and a professor at the local community college. He was also an avid gardener.
In 2015, Renzo and Judith moved to IL to be closer to family.

Renzo is lovingly remembered for many things including his favorite sayings,
frequently spoken in Italian or Furlan (his first 2 languages!) as a proud Italian-
American. Renzo was a devoted husband, father and grandfather. He taught
all who knew him about integrity and justice, fairness and honesty. His
devotion to his family and country will forever be remembered by those
closest to him.

If you would like to honor Renzo by making a charitable contribution in his
name, please consider donating to two of his favorite organizations:

The Father Fred Foundation (https://www.fatherfred.org/)

WIAA 88.7FM (https://www.interlochenpublicradio.org/)

The family wishes to thank the staff of Village at Victory Lakes Franciscan
Care, Lindenhurst, for their loving care of Renzo in his last months.
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Rennie was a mentor and friend to me, as a new teacher. We were
colleagues for many years, until his retirement. His many stories,
advice and professional example aided in my maturation as a
teacher and as a person. He was like a big brother and | loved him
as such. All of us were blessed to know the kind, but fiery Rennie.
The world is a much better place due to Rennis's presence, past
and present.

Vicki Bush - November 06, 2020 at 09:05 AM

My favorite teacher, no comparison. | was fortunate to be in two of
his classes, Government and History. He treated his students like
adults and he demanded respect and returned it as well.

About a year ago | started looking for him so that | could tell him
what an impact he had on me. The last address that | could find was
Acme. | never got around to telling him what a terrific teacher he
was as well as a great person.

| always got a kick out of him whenever someone would give him an
incorrect answer. He would just shake his head and start speaking
in Italian. RIP Mr. Azzano. ---Doug James TC Senior High Class of
83

Douglas A James - October 01, 2019 at 09:58 AM



| feel the same. He was my favorite teacher ever. Also made me want
to be a better American... Near as | could tell he was saying "damn the
misery" in ltalian. Used to crack me up. Wish | could have told him how
much he impacted me. So glad to know he lived a long life. - Brad
Crawford (Class of 84).

Brad Crawford - September 18, 2020 at 12:05 AM



