
Ryan Taft Westlund
January 7, 1978 - November 20, 2025

Ryan Taft Westlund passed away on November 20, 2025, after a courageous 13-month
battle with glioblastoma. 

 

Born on January 7, 1978, in Moline, Illinois, Ryan is survived by his children, Caleb (14)
and Anika (13); his wife, Kristina; his parents, Sheila and Gordon; and his sister, Laura,
along with her husband, Jeff, and their daughters, Jillian and Shannon. Ryan was also
cherished by many other close family members on both his and Kristi’s sides. 

 

Ryan was a man who led with his heart of gold, followed by a twinkle in his eye and a
sparkle in his smile. He had a gift for making people feel accepted and loved through his
patience, compassion, and his ability to listen with his heart. 

 

For the past 15 years, Ryan worked at Intralox in the conveyor belt industry, ultimately
serving as a global team manager. Throughout his career and his personal life, he led by
example, approaching challenges with collaboration, integrity, and a commitment to
solutions that benefited everyone involved. In both work and home life, he always looked
for ways he could “add value” and strove to do everything to the best of his ability. 

 

During his illness, Ryan fought with extraordinary strength through numerous treatments,
even as the disease took from him many of the activities he loved—basketball, golf, clear
vision, movement, the ability to freely traverse his family’s Michigan lakefront property,
easy laughter, and so much more. Even when he struggled to stay awake throughout the
day, he made the daily effort to greet Caleb and Anika when they arrived home from
school. Through every hardship, he continued to lean on God for strength and was uplifted
by his faith, his church community, and the prayers of many loved ones. 

 

Ryan’s generous spirit did not end with his passing. He donated his eyes in hopes of
giving others the gift of sight, and he donated his brain to science in the hope that future
treatments for this rare disease will be improved. 

 



Ryan will be remembered for the way he lived—loyal, brave, helpful, loving, generous,
active, and hard-working. The world is better because Ryan was in it, and his spirit
remains alive in the many lives that he influenced. 

Memorial visitation will be 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. on Tuesday, November 25, 2025 at the United
Methodist Church of Libertyville, 429 Brainerd Ave, Libertyville, IL 60048. A memorial
service will begin at 12 p.m. Tuesday at the church, immediately following the visitation. In
lieu of flowers, please consider a contribution in Ryan’s memory to his children’s
education. To contribute, please go to www.Ugift529.com and use the following codes: 

 Caleb: X7F-F3Z 
 Anika: 66G-D6F 
 

A video of the funeral service can be found here: https://youtu.be/x5HAGyzRjPk?si=eVnHI
LNMxgnpUN36



Previous Events

Memorial Visitation

NOV 25. 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

United Methodist Church Of Libertyville
429 Brainerd Ave
Libertyville, IL 60048

Memorial Service

NOV 25. 12:00 PM (CT)

United Methodist Church Of Libertyville
429 Brainerd Ave
Libertyville, IL 60046
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Ellie - January 13 at 10:44 PM

I love you uncle Ryan thank you for the time you have spent with us I will always
cherish you and the time I got to spend with you

Ellie - January 13 at 10:41 PM

Ellie lit a candle in memory of Ryan Westlund

Debby - December 15, 2025 at 10:56 AM

Continuing to hold your family in my thoughts. I carry nothing but fond memories
of growing up with Ryan. He was the funniest person I've ever met! Sending lots
of love from Colorado.

Scott Shannon - November 25, 2025 at 08:38 AM
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Jennifer Piet - November 25, 2025 at 07:59 AM

Thanks for teaching my kids to fish, drive a boat and love life the Ryan Westlund
way! So many cherished memories we will remember forever.

Tiago Poletto - November 24, 2025 at 06:26 AM

We will miss you so much my friend.

Jessica Tonioli - November 24, 2025 at 04:57 AM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Martin Benavidez - November 24, 2025 at 03:17 AM

Dear Ryan, it was a real pleasure to work with you. Besides your business
acumen and professionalism, you always showed empathy and curiosity for other
people and ways of thinking which makes you especial. Thank you for the very
positive impact you had in my life. I will remember you.

Jeffrey T. McGrady - November 23, 2025 at 05:44 AM

My condolences to the family, Ryan will be missed very
much at the company, I know this time is very hard on
family, but my prayers will be with you in this time of
reflection, and in the days to come.



BD

Bill Downing - November 22, 2025 at 07:45 PM

Ryan is at a place of peace and comfort and we pray his family my find comfort in
knowing what a wonderful man passed through their lives. love Bill and Kathy
Downing


