
Suzi Reese
July 27, 1947 - June 28, 2020

Suzanne Reese, 72, of Long Lake, IL passed away on Sunday, June 28, 2020. 
 

Suzi was born in Evanston, IL on July 27, 1947, the daughter of the late Wesley and
Eileen Wigginton. She grew up in Kenilworth, was a graduate of New Trier High School
and attended the University of Missouri. Suzi’s family would spend their summers at Long
Lake, competing in sailboat races with the Long Lake Yacht Club. Suzi also sailed in
regattas at other lakes which led to her meeting Norm Reese at Pistakee Lake. They were
married on August 9, 1969. 

 

Suzi was a staunch advocate for all sailing, but especially youth sailing. She worked
tirelessly for many sailing organizations including the Inland Lake Yachting Association
(ILYA) and the United States Optimist Dinghy Association. She was a talented skipper,
crew, race committee member and regatta organizer. Suzi was the first female
commodore of both the Long Lake Yacht Club and the ILYA. 

 

Off the water, Suzi was a dedicated volunteer for the Infant Welfare Society. She was an
avid tennis player and enjoyed having fun with her grandkids, spending winters in Miami
and betting people M&Ms. 

 

She is survived by her daughters Katie (Dave) Bandstra and Kelly (Mike) Hirn;
grandchildren Ellie and Reid; siblings Molly (Bill) Hibbard and Wesley Wigginton; and
nieces and nephews Mary Beth Zollars, Jean Anne Zollars, Bill Zollars, Robyn
Higginbotham, Wesley Mottlau and Tim Mottlau. 

 

She was preceded in death by her husband Norman, brother Jimmy and by her nephew
Brian Stothart. 

 

A memorial boat parade will be live streamed on Saturday, July 25, 2020 at 5 p.m. If you
would like to follow the live stream, follow this link: https://www.facebook.com/events/1661
418390700896/ 



In lieu of flowers, please consider a contribution in Suzi’s memory to the Infant Welfare
Society of Evanston (https://www.iwse.org/giving) or to the Long Lake Improvement and
Sanitation Association, PO Box 175, Ingleside, IL 60041.



Tribute Wall





LL

AH



MM

October 04, 2023 at 02:13 PM

Suzi Reese

December 31, 2022 at 11:36 AM

Suzi Reese

laurie. lavris - July 07, 2020 at 06:59 PM

Katie and Kellie it’s Laurie that lived in your moms house . Your mom was so
good to me , I loved living by her and your Dad . She was so much fun , I have
some great memories and loved it there . God bless both of you in this time of
sorrow! Your friend. Laurie

Allan Hoekstra - July 03, 2020 at 07:20 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

July 02, 2020 at 10:34 PM

Touching Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Suzi
Reese.

Michael S. McCorkle - July 01, 2020 at 12:06 PM

Hello Katie, I am so sorry for your lost. I am praying for you and your family in
these difficult times. 

  
God Bless 

 Michael S. McCorkle

https://www.ringafuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1454&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ringafuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1454&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Melinda Sundland - June 30, 2020 at 12:29 PM

Katie and Kelly, our hearts are broken for you and your family. Your mom has
always been a huge part of our lives and we will treasure all our memories. Your
mom was an amazing and giving person and was there for me in one of my
darkest moments. I will forever be grateful for that friendship. 
 
Love, hugs and prayers, 

 Melinda Sundberg Sundland
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Heidi Timm - July 03, 2020 at 01:59 PM

Katie & Kelly,
 So sorry to hear about your mom. I have fond memories of her on Long Lake and with

all the Yacht Club functions! May all the memories bring you some comfort during this
difficult time.

 Heidi (Newman) Timm


